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Of the Able and the Ableist 


by AcesGambit 


Summary 


Ever since the Avengers had learned about Matt Murdock’s disability, they had been treating 
him like eh could shatter at any moment 


Or 
5 Avengers that are ableist towards Matt & 1 whose had enough of their bullshit 


While Natasha was away on the SHIELD mission, the Avengers recruited Daredevil to help 
out. They figured that even if he wasn’t as good, his stealth and speed where a good stand in 
for while Nat was gone. Plus, Matt didn’t mind. 


Though, what Matt did mind what’s how some of the Avengers treated him. Ever since they 
had learned about his blindness they had treated him like something that was about to shatter. 
It was getting on his nerves. 


One 


Tony Stark was hard enough to get along with on his own, but with Matt, it was outright 
impossible. Once Stark had learned about Matt’s disability, he was determined to “fix” Matt. 
It started subtle, a question about how much light perception Matt had, or an ear piece that 
described everything around them left in Matt’s room. Then it started to become more 
noticeable, almost undeniable. Tony had taken it upon himself to try and make Matt contacts 
that allow him to see. It didn’t succeed, but Matt knew that he would keep trying. 


Matt wanted to tell him to stop, that he didn’t need fixing, but every time Tony would 
interrupt him, going on about a mission or a new way to “help” Matt. So he decided to just let 
him be and walk away from the possible conflict. But it did hurt Matt, to know that one of his 
teammates thought that he was something broken, something that needed to be fixed. 


Two 


Steve Rogers was the American Dream personified. He was righteous, kind, and so very 
inclusive. Except, for when it came to Matt. The first few times, Matt brushed it off as him 
just trying to be nice, but after Steve had held out his elbow for Matt to grab for the seventh 
time with week, (“it’s only Wednesday.” Matt idly thinks), he realized that Steve thought that 
he was unable to get around without a guide, even when he had his cane. 


It irritated Matt, especially when the Captain does not take ‘no thank you’ for an answer and 
placed Matt’s hand on his arm anyway. Matt had thought that Captain America of all people 
would be fine with him, and it really hurt to learn otherwise. To learn that, even to the guy 
who was so accepting of everyone else, Matt was useless. 


Three 


Bruce Banner was a fellow Avenger that had been in a chemical accident, he and Matt often 
talked backstories while Bruce studied him, trying to figure out what had caused his sense to 
heighten. Matt was fairly comfortable around Bruce, except for when he decided that Matt 
should get a service dog for his blindness. Matt had refused, but Bruce got him one anyway. 
The dog’s name was Liam, he was a golden retriever, and was very well behaved, but Matt 
had already said that he didn’t need a dog. Apparently, Bruce didn’t understand that not every 
blind person needs a service animal to get around. Matt fights crime for God’s sake! He 
doesn’t need a seeing-eye dog! 


Matt gave the dog, and some money for it’s food and stuff, to Karen who he knew would 
take good care of it. When he showed up without it the next day and told Bruce that he had 
given it to a friend because he didn’t need one and couldn’t take care of it, Bruce was pissed 
and stormed off. 


Four 


Thor, despite being half blind, did not really understand how Matt could possibly fight. He 
constantly asked questions, which Matt didn’t mind answering, but then he would laugh and 
call it outlandish. He often mentioned how no Midgardian without sight could possibly do 
what he does, even goes as far as to make jokes about it later, about how some mortal thought 
he could fight crime without vision. Matt was upset when this happened, but tried not to think 
about it too much. Thor wasn’t from Earth, so there’s no reason to think that he would know 
the skills of Earthlings. 


Matt tired not to let it get to him, but when he found himself thinking about it late at night, 
he knew that it bothered him. Made him self conscious even, it was hard not to feel unworthy 
when being made fun of, when being reminded that you’re different. 


Five 


Carol Danvers, better known as Captain Marvel, was near perfect. Matt saw this one 
coming, she had never been the most understanding of people, so when she started making 
jabs at Matt’s disability he had been expecting it. She started small, a mention of how he 
can’t dodge without his sight, (even though he could dredge perfectly fine), a small comment 
about how his eyes never looked at who he was talking to. Then it escalated, talk of how he 
wasn’t as good of a hero since he didn’t have any “real” powers and he was disabled, a jab at 
the ADA for treating people with special treatment, a “joke” about how his unfocused eyes 
were creepy and saying that he should just wear the glasses all the time. 


He stops taking his glasses around the tower, even in the room designated to him. He had 
become too insecure about it, too scared that it will creep someone out. He also avoids Carol, 
not wanting to have to fake a smile through her obvious ableism. 


Plus One 


Matt was just listening to the Avengers fighting around him, about him. He was too tired to 
try to yell over them all. 
”He needs help getting around!” Bruce yelled, holding up a paper that had an image of a 
service dog on it, not that Matt could see it. 


”He shouldn’t be given special treatment, just because of his... condition.” Carol 
refutes, a certain distaste in her voice when she talked about his blindness. 


”He can’t be blind! Have you seen what he can do?” Thor’s voice boomed over the 
others, but he was mostly ignored. 


”He can’t see yet, but I am so close to fixing that.” Tony said, focused on whatever he 
was fidgeting with. 


”*Guys he doesn’t need fixing, just a bit of guidance.” Steve said, trying to calm the 
group, but they kept fighting. 


Hawkeye, Clint Barton, walked into the common room after hearing a bit of the argument, 
he seem furious and whistled loudly to grab everyone’s attention. For once, the room was 
silent. 


What the actual fuck did I just hear?” Clint was seething, Matt could hear it in his 
voice. 


The Avengers looked around confused, not a single one realizing what they had done wrong. 


”What do you mean? We were just discussing Matt’s abilities, er... lack thereof, and 
how we can help.” Tony replied, seemingly oblivious to what he just said, 


”Lack thereof? You little-“‘ Clint stopped himself and took a breath, “Right now, and for 
the last few weeks, you have all been ableist assholes. What makes you think that just 
because someone has a disability means that they can’t be a hero?” 


A look of realization crosses the Avengers’ faces one by one, “Clint, this isn’t like your 
hearing. You can fight fine like that, we were just worried that if Matt goes out alone...” 
Bruce trailed off. 


What? What would happen?” Clint asked, now moving to sit next to Matt, putting an 
arm around his shoulders. 


Well... it’s dark, he might get attacked.” Carol says, she’s very confident in her answer 
and Clint can feel Matt tense beside him. 


”He was a vigilante before joining us! He gets attacked all the time!” Clint shouts at 
them. 


” and it’s dark all the time.” Matt whispers, only loud enough for Clint to hear. 
“Barton, Murdock, we didn’t mean to-“ Thor was cut short by Clint. 
Out, all of you.” Clint demands. 


Slowly, the Avengers shuffle out, leaving the two alone. Neither say anything, but both have 
a mutual understanding. One that only they could have, it told them that they were not broken 
and that the Avengers are assholes. 
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